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Table 1. Symposium on cervical cancer

Topic Speaker 

Risk factors of gynecologic cancer
Epidemiology and screening of cervical 

cancer in Hong Kong
Prognostic significance of serum VEGF-C 

and lymph-vascular space invasion in early 
stage cervical cancer

TNF-α promoter polymorphisms in 
neuroendocrine adenocarcinoma of the 
uterine cervix

Current status of HPV infection and 
vaccination in Korea

Efficacy, immunogenicity and safety of 
HPV-16/18 ASO4 adjuvanted vaccine and 
evaluation of cost-effectiveness in Japan

Celecoxib as a future chemoprevention 
agent by reducing proliferation, increasing 
apoptosis and tumor size reduction 
through Cox-2-PGE2 pathway activity

Laparoscopic management of cervical cancer

Laparoscopic extraperitoneal paraaortic 
lymph node dissection in gynecologic 
cancers

Abdominal radical trachelectomy for 
invasive cervical cancer patients who 
desire preserving fertility

Evolving radiotherapy in cervical cancer: 
from 2D to 4D-IGRT

New trends of treatment for cervical cancer: 
the Singapore experience: the use of the 
GOG score to tailor postoperative 
management for early stage cervical cancer

Dr. Woong Ju (Korea)
Dr. Annie NY Cheung 

(Hong Kong)
Dr. Heru Priyanto 

Samadi (Indonesia)

Dr. Chih Long Chang 
(Taiwan)

Dr. Hyun Hoon Chung
(Korea)

Dr. Ryo Konno (Japan)

Dr. Supriadi 
Gandamihardja 
(Indonesia)

Dr. Joo-Hyun Nam 
(Korea)

Dr. Kung Liahng Wang
(Taiwan)

Dr. Hiroaki Kobayashi
(Japan)

Dr. Chomporn 
Sitathanee 
(Thailand)

Dr. Chia Yin Nin 
(Singapore)

With words of congratulations from International Gynecologic 
Cancer Society (IGCS), Society of Gynecologic Oncologists 
(SGO) and European Society of Gynecological Oncology (ESGO), 
the first Biennial Meeting of Asian Society of Gynecologic 
Oncology (ASGO) was held in Toshi Center Hotel, Tokyo, 
November 22, 2009, during the 47th annual meeting of Japan 
Society of Gynecologic Oncology (JSGO). This biennial meeting 
emphasized on three aspects of cervical cancer: 1) epidemiology 
and diagnosis; 2) HPV vaccines and prevention; and 3) new 
trend of treatment. Eighty-two abstracts were presented at the 
ASGO inaugurating meeting (Table 1), including 12 speeches 
on cervical cancer, 69 posters (Korea, 38; Taiwan, 15; Japan, 8; 
Indonesia, 4; Kazakhstan, 3; and Singapore, 1), and a comme-
moration lecture from IGCS and SGO entitled “Global coopera-
tion in gynecologic cancer” by Dr. Edward L. Trimble (National 
Cancer Institute, USA).
Approximately one-half of all global cancer mortalities were 

observed in Asia.1,2 The majority of current clinical practices 
in cancer prevention and management are based on the studies 
in Western patients.1 However, the most appropriate clinical 
practice for Asian women may not be exactly the same as the 
clinical practice for Western women. Asian differs from 
Western people in constitution, genetic background, charac-
teristics of disease, and especially, socio-cultural environment.1

With purposes to the facilitation of scientific exchange, inter-
national collaboration for clinical studies and basic research, 
provision of educational opportunities for doctors in developing 
countries, and deepening friendship between members in Asia, 
ultimately to improve the standard of practice and the outcomes 
of patients with gynecologic cancers, ASGO was initiated in the 
7th Japan-Korea Joint Conference of Gynecologic Oncology 
Group (JKGOG) in Seoul on November 27, 2008 to expand the 
spirit of cooperation of JKGOG to all Asian countries.4

ASGO now has members in over 10 Asian countries. The first 

and the current president of the society is Dr. Soon-Beom Kang 
(Seoul National University, Korea). The president-elect (also 
the congress president of the first biennial meeting of ASGO) 
is Dr. Toshiharu Kamura (Kurume University, Japan) (Fig. 1). 
The initiating council members (Fig. 2) came from 9 countries 
including China (Chinese Society of Gynecological Oncology, 
Hong Kong Society for Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology), 
India, Indonesia (Indonesian Society of Gynecologic Oncology), 
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Fig. 1. Photo of Dr. Soon-Beom Kang, 
the first and the current president of
the society, from the 1st Biennial 
Meeting of ASGO, held in Tokyo on 
November 22, 2009.

Fig. 2. Photo from the 2nd council 
meeting of the ASGO, held in Tokyo 
on November 21, 2009.

Japan (Japan Society of Gynecologic Oncology), Korea (Korean 
Society of Gynecologic Oncology and Colposcopy), Philippine 
(Society of Gynecologic Oncologists of the Philippines), 
Singapore (Society for Colposcopy & Cervical Pathology of 
Singapore), Thailand (Thai Gynecologic Cancer Society), and 

Taiwan (Taiwan Association of Gynecologic Oncologists).
The second biennial meeting of ASGO will be held in 

November, 2011 in Seoul, Korea. With thanks to the effort of 
Japanese and Korean doctors in establishing ASGO, gyneco-
logic oncologists in other Asian countries will follow these 
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pioneers’ steps and dedicate themselves with powerful 
support. ASGO is expected to “play an essential role in under-
standing, investigating, and resolving regional health prob-
lems like other regional societies such as the Society of 
Gynecologic Oncologists (SGO) and the European Society of 
Gynecologic Oncology (ESGO)”.1 Asia is the most populous 
land in the world, containing highly developed cities on the cut-
ting edge of medical care, and also containing poor rural areas 
which have almost no any medical resource. In the future, 
ASGO may play the role of the polestar that guides the pre-
vention, treatment, and holistic health care of gynecologic can-
cers in this vast land of diversity, culture, history, and tribulation.
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